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DEDICATION 

A  spirit  of  patriotism  has  characterized  the 
Caperton  race  since  its  advent  to  America,  which 
has  been  evidenced  by  a  disinterested  self-sacrifice 
and  marked  by  an  unhesitating  personal  courage 
of  conviction  and  valor  of  active  service  eminently 
creditable.  Loyalty  to  kin  has  been  a  salutary  rule 
among  them,  and  the  purity  of  their  domestic  life 
is  proverbial.  They  have  proved  themselves  God- 
fearing in  their  performance  of  duty,  law-abiding 
citizens,  fair  in  their  dealings,  just  to  their  fellow-man, 
warm  in  their  attachment  as  friends,  and  jealous  in 
their  just  pride  of  race.  This  volume  is  affectionately 
inscribed  as  a  tribute  to  their  virtues,  with  the  hope 
expressed  that  their  progeny  will  always  honor  their 
memory  by  emulating  their  praiseworthy  example. 


INTRODUCTION 

This  volume  is  compiled  primarily  for  the  purpose 
of  perpetuating  an  accurate  account  of  the  death 
of  Adam  Caperton,  both  for  the  reason  of  its  interest 
and  value  as  a  historical  record  and  because  it  is 
desired  to  preserve  for  his  posterity  the  facts  of  the 
tragedy  as  derived  from  authentic  sources. 

The  appreciative  thanks  of  the  Caperton  family 
are  due  Mr.  John  Hays  Caperton,  of  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  without  whose  generosity  its  publication 
would  not  now  be  made  possible.  Acknowledgment 
is  likewise  tendered  to  Mr.  R.  C.  Ballard  Thruston, 
of  the  Filson  Club  of  Louisville,  and  Mr.  Edward  A. 
Henry,  of  the  University  of  Chicago  Library,  for 
their  personal  courtesy  in  facilitating  the  researches 
of  the  Author. 

A  Sketch  of  the  Caperton  Family  is  added, 
representing  the  concensus  of  views  entertained  by 
Mrs.  Margaret  Caperton  Clanton,  of  Staunton, 
Virginia,  Mrs.  Mary  Clay  Caperton  McBryde,  of 
Anderson,  Tennessee,  Mr.  Hugh  Arthur  Caperton, 
of  Chicago,  Illinois,  Mrs.  Nannie  M.  Dobbs,  of  Fort 
Payne,  Alabama,  and  the  widow  of  the  late  Colonel 
James  W.  Caperton,  of  Richmond,  Kentucky,  based 
upon  knowledge  and  traditions  held  by  their  several 
collateral  branches  of  the  family,  which  are  in  entire 
accord  with  those  of  the  Author. 

The  Will  of  Hugh  Caperton  of  "Elmwood,"  son 
of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Caperton,  is  given 
in  full  detail,  not  alone  by  reason  of  its  interesting 
features  as  casting  light  upon  the  manner  of  its 
period,  in  order  that  the  personality  of  the  testator 
may  thereby  be  revealed. 

It  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  limit  the  Gen- 
ealogy in  extenso  to  the  descendants  of  Hugh  Caperton 


of  "Elmwood,"  youngest  son  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth 
<  Miller)  Caperton,  exclusive  of  the  sixth  generation 
of  Capertons  in  America,  owing  to  the  prolific  rami- 
fications of  the  Caperton  Family,  which  would  make 
their  inclusion  inexpedient,  and  the  additional  fact 
that  this  publication  is  being  issued  for  private 
circulation.  The  co-operation  of  his  kin  in  this  work 
has  proved  most  gratifying  to  the  Author,  who 
has  used  every  possible  care  to  present  a  creditable 
volume  free  from  any  slightest  error. 

William  A.  Gordon,  Jr. 
Georgetown,  D.  C.,  June,  191 8. 


[Author's  Note:  The  Author  is  the  oldest  son  of  Harriette 
K<  hols  Caperton  (Gordon),  and  therefore  a  grandson  of  Allen  Tajdor 
Caperton.  son  of  Hugh  Caperton  of  "Elmwood."  He  has  himself 
lived  at  "Elmwood"  and  visited  all  the  Caperton  "Places"  and 
family  homes  mentioned,  having  spent  many  seasons  in  "Old  Mon- 
roe" and  its  contiguous  territory,  with  which  he  is  thoroughly 
familiar.  His  personal  acquaintance  with  members  of  the  Caperton 
Family  is  wide-reaching  in  extent;  and,  in  addition  to  having  known 
in  tin-  flesh  many  of  whom  he  now  writes,  a  correspondence  covering 
a  period  of  twenty -five  years  has  kept  him  in  intimate  touch  with 
both  his  own  and  the  several  collateral  branches  of  the  Caperton 
Family,  and  afforded  him  a  vast  fund  of  authentic  information 
which  allows  him  to  make  definite  statements  with  authority.] 
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Hugh  Caperton  of  "Elmwood,"  son  of  Adam  Caperton 
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SKETCH  OF  THE  CAPERTON 
FAMILY 

According  to  a  tradition  held  by  the  several 
collateral  branches  of  the  Caperton  Family,  both  in 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  it  had  its 
distinctive  origin  in  the  South  of  France  during  the 
Middle  Ages,  the  first  emigration  occurring  over 
two  hundred  years  ago,  when  Capertons  settled  near 
Melrose,  Scotland,  and  in  England  on  the  Wales 
Border,    where   some   are   reported   still    to   reside. 

The  first  of  the  name  known  to  come  to  the 
American  Colonies  was  John,  who  sailed  via  the 
North  of  Ireland  in  the  early  half  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century,  probably  about  1725,  landed  at  New  York 
City,  and  sojourned  transiently  in  New  Jersey  ere 
finally  arriving  in  Virginia. 

Together  with  his  wife,  a  young  Englishwoman 
named  Polly  Thompson,  who  had  been  his  companion 
voyager  only  to  become  his  bride  upon  reaching 
America,  John  Caperton  located  on  the  east  bank 
of  New  River,  between  Indian  Creek  and  East  River, 
in  the  Red  Sulphur  Springs  Section,  near  the  present 
dividing  line  of  Monroe  and  Summers  Counties, 
West  Virginia,  not  far  from  Peterstown,  at  a  place 
which  then  came  to  be  known  as  Caperton's  Bottom, 
the  same  now  being  identified  on  the  maps  as  Crump's 
Bottom   in   deference   to   a   subsequent   proprietor. 

At  this  point  John  Caperton  raised  one  daughter 
and  three  sons  (see  Genealogy  of  Hugh  Caperton 
of  'Elmwood");  and  here  he  and  his  wife  died  and 
were  buried  in  a  graveyard  on  their  own  land.  All 
of  his  children  married  in  Virginia.  Elizabeth  re- 
moved to  Tennessee.  Hugh  settled  near  his  birthplace 
in  Virginia.  Both  Adam  and  William  removed  to 
Kentucky. 


Sketch  of  the  Caperton  Family 


It  is  a  matter  of  historical  record  (Documentary 
History  Dunmore's  War,  pages  408-9)  that  both 
Hugh  and  Adam  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
first  taking  part  in  the  Battle  of  Point  Pleasant, 
often  called  the  Battle  of  the  Point,  10  October  1774, 
being  members  of  the  company  of  Captain  John 
Lewis  forming  a  portion  of  Colonel  Preston's  com- 
mand; and  it  is  a  significant  fact  interesting  to  note 
that  the  famous  Daniel  Boone,  whose  people  still 
lived  on  Indian  Creek  when  the  Author  was  camping 
out  there  twenty-five  years  ago,  was  a  subordinate 
to  the  frontier  military  command  of,  as  he  was 
characteristically  called,  Captain  "New  River"  Hugh 
Caperton,  serving  in  the  capacity  of  a  commissary 
in  the  expedition  under  General  Hand  to  Elk  River 
during   1793. 

Adam,  son  of  John  and  Polly  (Thompson) 
Caperton,  served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Greenbriar 
County,  Virginia,  in  1780.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Miller  (see  Genealogy  of  Hugh  Caperton  of  "Elm- 
wood")  and  raised  a  family  of  four  children,  of  whom 
Elizabeth  married  William  Brooks  and  removed  to 
Tennessee.  During  1782  he  took  his  wife  and  three 
sons,  George,  John,  and  Hugh,  then  no  more  than  a 
baby  in  the  arms,  to  Kentucky,  where  he  was  killed 
by  Indians  at  the  Battle  of  Little  Mountain,  as 
hereinafter  most  graphically  described,  22  March  1782. 

Hugh,  the  youngest  son  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth 
(Miller)  Caperton,  and  grandson  of  John  and  Polly 
Thompson)  Caperton,  alone,  of  all  the  members  of  his 
immediate  family  in  its  third  generation  in  America, 
failed  to  forsake  and  elected  to  remain  loyal  to  the 
locality  of  his  birth,  in  consequence  of  which  he 
returned  to  Virginia  some  years  after  his  father  was 
killed  in  Kentucky,  and  made  his  home  with  his 
uncle,  Captain  "New  River"  Hugh  Caperton,  either 
at  or  near  the  original  homestead  in  Virginia  of  his 
grandparents. 
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Monroe  County  was  created  in  1800;  and,  upon 
being  elected  sheriff  soon  thereafter  (1805),  Hugh 
Caperton  took  up  his  official  residence  at  Union, 
where  he  married  Jane,  the  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Margaret  (Paulee  nee  Handley)  Erskine,  whose  home 
is  now  better  known  as  the  Salt  Sulphur  Springs. 
Incidentally,  the  grandparents  of  Jane  (Erskine) 
Caperton  were  Henry  and  Jean  (Thompson)  Erskine 
of  Sterling,  Scotland;  and  her  mother  that  daughter 
of  James  Handley  already  mentioned  who  was  a 
subject  of  Indian  captivity  for  the  five  years  from 
1779  to  1784,  a  personal  narrative  record  account 
of  which  adventure  is  preserved  by  the  Caperton 
and  Erskine  families.  In  this  connection,  it  is  a  fact 
worthy  of  attention  that  Mrs.  Michael  Erskine  was 
captured  no  farther  from  the  mouth  of  East  River 
than  a  distance  of  five  miles ;  and  that  Jean(Thompson) 
Erskine,  her  son  Michael  Erskine,  and  the  latter's 
wife,  are  all  now  buried  in  Green  Hill  Cemetery, 
Union,  Monroe  County,  West  Virginia. 

Hugh  Caperton  of  the  third  generation  appears 
to  have  been  a  man  of  large  physique,  quite  handsome 
presence,  and  both  forceful  and  agreeable  personality. 
He  built  "Elmwood"  on  the  outskirts  of  Union; 
and,  after  many  years  service  in  the  Virginia  As- 
sembly, represented  Virginia  in  the  Thirteenth  United 
States  Congress.  His  second  wife  was  Delila  Beirne, 
nee  Alexander,  an  Erskine  cousin,  whose  home  was 
at  "Walnut  Grove."  Both  wives  predeceased  him, 
being  buried  in  Green  Hill  Cemetery  at  Union, 
already  mentioned,  which  was  originally  instituted 
by  him  as  a  family  graveyard,  later  being  given  by 
him  for  a  public  cemetery.  There  were  no  children 
by  the  second  marriage. 

Of  the  ten  children  surviving  the  first  marriage 
of  Hugh  Caperton  with  Jane  Erskine  there  were 
four  daughters  and  six  sons.  Elizabeth  married 
twice;  Lewis  and  William  Gaston  married  Alexander 
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sisters,  who  were  their  Erskine  cousins;  and  Allen 
Taylor  and  Mary  Jane  married  Echols,  sister  and 
brother.  All  of  these,  together  with  Margaret  Me- 
linda,  Sarah  Ann  and  George  Henry,  likewise  married, 
and  settled  in  Virginia;  while  John  and  Hugh  also 
married  and  settled,  respectively,  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky,   and   Georgetown,    District  of   Columbia. 

Elizabeth  Caperton  (Steenbergen)-(Rude)  was 
necessitated  by  her  marriages  in  making  her  home 
in  Shenandoah  County,  Virginia,  w^here  she  died 
in  1862. 

Lewis  Erskine  Caperton  was  prominently  iden- 
tified as  a  farmer  during  his  life  in  Monroe  County. 
He  served  in  the  Confederate  Army  throughout  the 
War  between  the  States,  and  was  closely  associated 
with     the     administration    of    his    father's    estates. 

Allen  Taylor  Caperton,  who  was  named  for  his 
father's  friend,  Judge  Allen  Taylor  of  Botetourt 
County,  was  educated  at  both  Yale  College  and  the 
I'niversity  of  Virginia.  He  served  in  both  branches 
of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  in  two  Virginia  Consti- 
tutional Conventions  and  the  Virginia  Secession 
Convention,  as  a  Virginia  Senator  in  the  Confederate 
States  Senate  and  as  a  West  Virginia  Senator  in  the 
United  States  Senate  (43rd  Congress),  being  the 
author  of  the  famous  Peace  Congress,  instrumental 
in  ameliorating  for  his  fellow  citizens  in  Virginia 
the  harsh  adverse  circumstances  growing  out  of  the 
l\(  construction  Period,  as  well  as  largely  responsible 
for  the  development  of  the  natural  resources  of  what 
now   constitutes   West  Virginia. 

Margaret  Melinda  Caperton  (Beirne)  continued 
her  residence  in  Monroe  County,  owing  to  her  mar- 
ria.u<    to  Oliver  Beirne,  a  prominent  citizen  thereof. 

William  Gaston  Caperton,  who  was  named  for 
his  father's  friend,  Judge  Gaston  of  North  Carolina, 
9tlldied  law  at  Yale  College,  and  was  a  farmer  in  the 
neighborhood  of  "Elmwood"  until  his  death  in  1854. 
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John  Caperton  was  educated  at  the  University 
of  Virginia,  after  which  he  practiced  law  at  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana,  until  going  to  California  in  1849. 
He  joined  an  expedition  headed  by  Colonel  Jack 
Hays,  the  noted  scout,  which  reached  California 
following  an  overland  trip  occupying  six  months  and 
beset  by  many  hardships;  and  served  as  Deputy 
Sheriff  of  San  Francisco  County  under  Colonel  Hays, 
as  a  result  of  which  personal  association  and  close 
friendship  he  named  his  oldest  son  John  Hays  Caperton. 
Upon  his  marriage  to  a  Kentuckian,  he  located  at 
Louisville,  where  he  raised  a  family  and  attained 
a  ripe  old  age.  It  is  his  son,  John  Hays  Caperton, 
who  now  does  honor  to  the  spirit  of  loyalty  to  kin 
ever  manifest  in  his  father,  as  also  like  credit  to 
himself,  in  publishing  these  records  for  private 
circulation  among  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Caperton  Family. 

Hugh  Caperton,  Jr.,  was  educated  at  Georgetown 
College,  and  attained  considerable  prominence  as  a 
lawyer  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  was  Brigadier- 
General  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Militia  during 
the  administration  of  President  Buchanan.  His 
home   was   in   Georgetown   and   named    "Cool well." 

Mary  Jane  Caperton  (Echols)  married  Brigadier- 
General  John  Echols  of  the  Confederate  States  Army, 
who  rendered  gallant  service  in  the  "Stonewall 
Brigade."  Her  son,  Edward  Echols,  represented 
Augusta  County  in  the  Virginia  State  Senate  for 
many  years,  where  he  was  President  pro  tempore 
for  a  long  period,  later  becoming  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  Virginia.  Both  father  and  son  took  a  conspicuous 
and  deserving  part  in  the  rehabilitation  and  devel- 
opment of  Virginia  subsequent  to  the  War  between 
the  States,  proving  public  spirited  and  responsible  for 
much  of  the  constructive  remedial  legislation  enacted. 

Sarah  Ann  Caperton  (Preston)  was  educated  at 
the    Convent   of   the    Visitation,  Georgetown,  D.  C. 
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She  married  James  Francis  Preston  of  "Whitethorn" 
in    Montgomery    County,   Virginia,    which   beautiful 

ate  formed  a  part  of  the  celebrated  Draper's 
Meadows  in  that  section,  so  vividly  associated  with 
the  capture  of  Mary  Ingles  by  the  Indians. 

George  Henry  Caperton  was  educated  at  the 
Virginia  Military  Institute,  Virginia  Medical  College 
and  University  of  Pennsylvania  School  of  Medicine. 
He  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Confederate  Army. 
He  was  named  for  his  two  uncles,  Henry  Erskine 
and  George  Caperton,  the  latter  of  whom  was  his 
father's   favorite   brother. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  generations  of  Capertons 
in  Monroe  County,  like  their  kin  all  over  the  South, 
proved  themselves  loyal  to  the  Confederate  Cause, 
and  "went  forth  to  war,"  without  thought  of  "kingly 
crown  to  gain,"  just  as  their  people  generally  had 
done  during  the  Colonial  Border  Indian  Wars,  War 
of  1 812,  Seminole  War  and  Mexican  War,  and,  as 
some  of  them  did  in  the  Spanish  American  War, 
sacrificing  their  fortunes  and  welfare,  and  often  their 
very  lives. ' 

The  sixth  and  seventh  generations  of  Caperton 
descendants  of  Hugh  of  "Elmwood,"  now  largely 
removed  from  Monroe  County  and  widely  scattered, 
in  representative  part,  are  now  serving  in  the  several 
branches  of  the  United  States  Army  and  Navy  in 
our  Country's  behalf  in  the  European  War  with 
I  iermany. 

The  names  of  some  of  the  Caperton  "Home 
Races"  in  Monroe  County,  (now  Wrest)  Virginia, 
other  than  "Elmwood,"  which  either  have  belonged  to 
or  -till  remain  in  the  possession  of  representatives 
of  the  Caperton  Family,  are,  respectively,  as  follows: 
''Idlewilde,"  "Ridgely,"  "Walnut  Grove,"  and 
"Wynderidge;"   while  those  of  a  few  of  the  many 

tes,   sometimes  spoken   of  as   "Places,"    in    pos- 

aoil  of  this  family  at  different  times,  if  not  at  the 
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present,  are,  respectively,  as  follows:  "Paradise," 
"The  Grove,"  "University,"  "Honaker's  Hill,"  "Rae- 
burn,"  "Chapman,"  "Sink  Field,"  "Cove  Spring," 
"Tiffany,"  "Spring  Lot,"  "Hall,"  "Sweet  Springs," 
"Oak  Ridge,"  "McNutt,"   "Beirne,"  etc. 

Personal  characteristics  predominant  in  the  Cap- 
erton  family  are  the  "dimple  in  the  chin,"  inverted 
"horseshoe  in  the  brow,"  and  small  slender  hands 
and  feet;  and  these  physical  features,  while  not 
universal,  are  so  recurrent  in  the  several  succeeding 
generations  of  the  collateral  branches  of  the  family 
as  to  have  attracted  more  than  mere  passing  and 
rather  marked  attention.  The  Capertons  have 
identified  themselves  as  a  distinctively  Southern 
people,  as  well  by  residence  as  inclination,  manners 
and  personal  appearance,  proving  "racy  of  its  soil." 
Almost  to  a  man  were  they  loyal  to  the  Confederate 
Cause;  and  no  man  of  Caperton  blood  is  known 
who  ever  bore  renegade  arms  against  his  Southland. 
They  have  been  tolerant  in  their  religious  beliefs, 
there  being  Episcopalians,  Presbyterians  and  Roman 
Catholics  among  the  descendants  of  Hugh  Caperton 
of  "Elmwood."  The  habits  of  both  the  men  and 
women   of   this   family   are   pronouncedly   domestic. 

No  sketch  of  the  Caperton  Family  would  be 
complete  were  mention  not  made  of  the  beauties  of 
nature  to  be  found  in  the  blue-grass  mountain  hills 
on  the  Western  Slope  of  the  Alleghanies  in  Monroe 
County,  where  the  Caperton,  Thompson,  Miller, 
Handley,  Fudge  and  Erskine  families  have  been 
variously  represented  and  closely  identified  as  citi- 
zens for  nearly  two  centuries — from  the  earliest 
settlement  of  that  Trans-Alleghany  region;  and,  as 
long  as  one  Caperton  is  left  alive,  notwithstanding 
whatever  else  betides,  Bickett's  Knob  and  Caulder's 
Peak  and  Peter's  Mountain,  as  also  Indian  Creek, 
East  River  Mountain,  New  River  and  the  Green- 
brier   River,    will    always    prove    landmarks    to    the 
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Caperton  race,   and   the  soil  of  "Old   Monroe"   call 
loudly  to  the  allegiance  of  its  blood. 

'There  is  a  grandeur  in  mountains, 
There  is  a  glory  in  tombs." 

William  A.  Gordon,  Jr. 
Georgetown,  D.  C,  June,  1918. 


[Atthor's  Note:  The  Author  feels  it  his  duty  to  disclaim  any 
and  all  authority  for  the  spurious  data  about  the  Caperton  Family 
published  in  his  History  of  Monroe  County,  West  Virginia,  by  O.  F. 
Morton,  as  well  as  to  remark  in  this  connection  that  the  information 
afforded  by  him  to  Mr.  Morton  has  been  so  garbled  and  vitiated  by 
conflicting  fictitious  matter  that  no  responsibility  can  be  taken  for  it.] 
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Five  of  the  six  sons  of  Hugh  Caperton  of  "Elmwood" 

From  left  to  right — John,  George  Henry,  Lewis 

Erskine,  Hugh  and    Allen    Taylor. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  death  of  Adam  Caperton  by 
Wyandotte  Indians  at  Mount  Sterling,  Kentucky, 
22  March  1782,  copied  and  compared  by  his  great- 
great-grandson,  William  Alexander  Gordon,  Junior, 
Esquire,  at  Washington,  D.  C,  12  November  1915, 
from  a  paper  pamphlet,  read  at  the  Fourth  of  July 
celebration  1876,  entitled  "Historical  Sketches  of 
Montgomery  County,"  prepared  by  Richard  Reid, 
Esquire,  Democrat  Job  Rooms,  Print,  Mt.  Sterling, 
Ky.,  1882,  in  the  possession  of  the  University  of 
Chicago  Libraries,  Durrett  Collection  (F.  457. 
M8R3),  pages  30  to  34  inclusive. 


ESTILL'S  DEFEAT 

The  County  of  Montgomery  will  ever  be  mem- 
orable in  the  history  of  Kentucky  because  it  is  the 
scene  of  "Estill's  Defeat."  This  battle  was  fought 
on  March  22,  1782,  on  the  banks  of  Hinkston  Creek, 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Peter  G.  Flood. 

BOLD  SAVAGES 

A  party  of  twenty-five  Wyandottes,  the  bravest 
and  the  fiercest  of  all  the  Indian  tribes,  infested 
Estill's  station  on  the  south  of  Kentucky  River, 
in  March,  1782,  and  having  killed  and  scalped 
Miss  Innes,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Innes,  Monk, 
the  slave  of  Captain  Estill,  taken  prisoner,  and  de- 
stroyed the  cattle,  retreated.  Captain  James  Estill 
with  a  party  of  twenty-five  started  in  immediate 
pursuit,  and  came  up  with  the  Indians  just  after 
they  had  crossed  the  creek. 
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IN  CAMP 

Tradition  has  it  that  they  had  killed  a  bear  or 
buffalo  and  built  a  fire  and  were  preparing  a  hasty 
supper.  Instantly  after  discovering  the  Indians, 
<  '.tptain  Estill's  men  fired.  At  first  they  seemed 
alarmed  and  disposed  to  fly,  but  their  old  chief, 
now  wounded  and  lying  on  his  back,  dragged  his 
bleeding  body  behind  a  bush  and  gave  orders  to 
stand  and  fight — on  which  they  promptly  prepared 
for  battle,  each  man  taking  a  tree  and  facing  his 
enemy  as  nearly  in  a  line  as  practicable. 

LINE  OF  BATTLE 

The  whites  formed  a  corresponding  line  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  stream,  covering  themselves  also 
by  trees.  The  battle  was  singularly  obstinate.  The 
numbers  were  exactly  twenty-five  on  a  side.  Each 
man  sought  his  man,  and  fired  only  when  he  saw 
his  mark. 

HEROIC 

The  firing  was  deliberate,  with  caution  they 
looked,  but  look  they  would  for  the  foe,  although 
life  itself  was  often  the  penalty — and  thus  both  sides 
firmly  stood  or  bravely  fell,  for  more  than  an  hour. 
One-fourth  of  the  combatants  had  fallen  on  either 
Bide  and  several  others  were  wounded. 

FLANK  MOVEMENT 

Estill,  finding  he  could  gain  no  advantage  over 
the  Indians  at  their  own  peculiar  mode  of  warfare, 
undertook  to  outflank  them  by  sending  a  detach- 
ment  of  six  men,  under  Lieutenant  Miller,  up  a 
valley  running  from  the  creek  towards  the  rear  of 
the  enemy's  line. 
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DESERTERS 

Whether  through  treachery  or  imbecility,  Miller 
failed  in  his  maneuver,  and  the  old  chief,  finding 
the  fire  of  the  whites  had  slackened,  ordered  a  charge 
across  the  stream,  and  the  Indians  rushed  with 
rifle  and  tomahawk  upon  the  diminished  band  and 
routed  the  whites  after  Captain  Estill  and  six  of 
his  men  were  killed.  Four  others  were  badly  wounded, 
but  escaped.  There  is  a  tradition  that  only  two 
of  the  Indians  got  back  to  their  tribe.  Monk,  the 
slave,  reported  that  seventeen  Indians  were  killed 
and  two  wounded.  The  battle  lasted  about  two 
hours,  and  is  memorable  for  the  equality  of  its 
opposing  numbers,  for  the  great  fortitude  with  which 
it  was  maintained,  and  for  the  uncommon  proportion 
of  the  slain.  The  whites  were  the  best  shooters,  but 
the  Indians  the  best  hiders.  There  is  a  tradition 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight  a  stalwart  Wyan- 
dotte had  climbed  into  the  forks  of  a  large  sycamore 
near  the  creek,  whence  at  his  leisure  he  picked  off  at 
least  three  men  before  his  murderous  rifle  was  silenced 
by  a  concentrated  fire  that  brought  him  to  the  ground. 

THE  SURVIVORS 

Eighteen  men  survived  the  battle.  The  names 
of  ten  have  been  preserved:  Col.  Wm.  Irvine,  Joseph 
Proctor  (who  died  in  December,  1844,  aged  89), 
Reuben  Proctor,  James  Berry,  Wm.  Cradlebaugh, 
David  Lynch,  Henry  Boyer,  John  Jameson  (who  after- 
wards represented  Montgomery  County  in  theLegis- 
lature),  Ensign  David  Cook,  and  Lieut.  Wm.  Miller. 
Of  the  seven  who  were  killed  or  died  of  their  wounds, 
the  names  of  six  are  preserved:  Capt.  James  Estill, 
Adam  Caperton,  Johnathan  McMillan,  Lieut.  John 
South,  Jr.,  John  Colefoot,  and  McNeely.  Capt. 
Estill  fired  his  gun  first,  and  the  Indians  fled.    David 
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>k.  in  his  ardour,  got  some  distance  in  advance, 
and  seeing  an  Indian  halt,  raised  his  gun  and  fired, 
and  just  at  that  instant  another  Indian  passed  in 
and  one  shot  proved  fatal  to  both. 

ADAM  CAPERTON 

one  of  Estill's  warmest  personal  friends,  was  shot 
through  the  head,  which  did  not  immediately  kill, 
but  crazed  him.  Unconscious  of  what  he  was  doing 
he  staggered  into  the  open  space  that  separated 
the  combatants,  when  a  powerful  Wyandotte,  whose 
gun  had  just  been  emptied,  sprang  from  behind  a 
tree  to  tomahawk  and  scalp  him. 

DESPERATE  STRUGGLE 

Estill,  near  by,  with  his  gun  also  empty  and 
wounded  three  times,  could  not  abandon  his  unarmed 
friend,  but  rushed  towards  the  savage  with  a  drawn 
butcher  knife.  The  latter  saw  his  danger,  and  turned 
instantly,  grappled  with  Estill  in  hand-to-hand, 
life  and  death  contest.  Each  was  so  powerful  and 
quick,  the  other  could  not  use  his  weapon,  first  up, 
then  down  upon  the  ground;  twisting  and  turning 
like  two  immense  serpents  struggling  for  the  mastery. 
At  last  Estill's  broken  arm,  shattered  by  an  Indian 
ball  four  months  before,  and  not  yet  strong,  gave 
way,  and  the  Indian  with  a  wild  yell  of  triumph, 
buried  his  knife  in  his  body  and  killed  him  instantly. 

DEATH    KNELL 

That  yell  was  the  death  knell  of  two  brave  spirits, 

an    instant    more   and    the    Indian    fell    dead    across 

Est  ill's   body,   pierced   by  a  ball   from   the  unerring 

rifle  of  Joseph   Proctor.     He  had  been  watching  the 

'    with    steady    arm,    but   hesitated    to   shoot 
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lest  he  should  kill  his  Captain  while  trying  to  kill 
his  foe.  This  same  Joseph  Proctor,  assisted  by  the 
negro  Monk,  bore  his  wounded  friend,  Wm.  Irvine, 
on  his  back,  from  the  battleground  to  Estill's  station, 
a  distance  of  forty  miles. 

CAPTAIN    ESTILL 

was  one  of  Kentucky's  best  and  bravest  defenders, 
and  has  left  behind  him  a  name  which  will  live  in 
the  annals  of  Kentucky,  so  long  as  there  shall  be 
found  men  to  appreciate  the  patriotism  and  self- 
devotion  of  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  humanity  and 
civilization. 

EULOGY 

We  can  well  apply  to  Estill  and  his  comrades 
the  words  of  Simonides  on  the  heroes  of  Thermopylae : 
"Of  those  who  died  at  Thermopylae,  glorious  is 
the  fate  and  fair  the  doom;  instead  of  lamentation 
they  have  endless  fame;  their  dirge  is  a  chant 
of  praise.  Such  winding  sheet  as  theirs,  no  rust, 
no,  nor  all-conquering  time  shall  bring  to  naught. 
But  this  sepulchre  of  brave  men  hath  taken  for  its 
habitant  the  glory  of  Helles.  Leonidas  is  witness, 
Sparta's  king,  who  has  left  a  mighty  crown  of  valor 
and  undying  fame." 

LEGAL   VIEW 

We  may  add  that  in  the  suit  of  Arthur  Conley's 
Heirs  vs.  Wm.  Chiles,  in  which  the  opinion  of  the 
Kentucky  Court  of  Appeals  was  pronounced  by  Chief 
Justice  Robertson,  January  Term,  1831,  the  whole 
history  of  this  famous  fight  was  told  by  eye-witnesses, 
the  survivors  of  the  battle,  and  those  who  went 
next  day  to  bury  the  dead — and  a  map  drawn. 
The  deposition  of  William   Calk  was  taken  on  the 
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battleground,  September  6th,  1803,  and  the  very 
spot  where  Estill  fell,  was  fixed  by  the  County 
Surveyor:  "S.  71  °,  W.  29  poles  to  the  mouth  of  the 
branch." 

BEAUTIFUL 

It  would  be  unpardonable  to  omit  the  beautiful 
panegyric  of  the  gifted  Chief  Justice  upon  "Estill's 
Defeat,"  embraced  in  that  opinion:  "The  battle 
was  fought  on  22d  March,  1782,  in  the  now  County 
of  Montgomery,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Mt.  Sterling. 
It  is  a  memorable  incident  and  perhaps  the  most 
memorable  in  the  interesting  history  of  the  settlement 
of  Kentucky.  The  unselfishness  and  popularity  of 
Captain    Estill:    the    deep    and    universal    sensibility 

ited  by  the  premature  death  of  a  citizen  so  gallant 
and    beloved;    the    emphatic    character    of    his    as- 

iates  in  battle;  the  masterly  skill  and  chivalric 
daring  displayed  throughout  the  action,  'every  man 
t<.  his  man  and  each  to  his  tree;'  the  grief  and  de- 
spondence produced  by  the  catastrophe:  all  con- 
tributed to  give  'Estill's  Defeat'  a  most  signal 
notoriety  and  importance,  especially  among  'the 
early  settlers.'  All  the  story,  with  all  its  cir- 
cumstances  of  locality  and  of  'the  fight,'  was 
told  and  told  again,  until  even  the  children  knew  it 
by  heart  No  legendary  tale  was  ever  listened  to 
with  as  intense  anxiety  or  was  inscribed  in  as  vivid 
and  indelible  an  impress  on  the  hearts  of  the  few 
of  both  sexes  who  then  constituted  the  hope  and 
strength  of  Kentucky."     (End.) 

NOTB:     Owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  legal  records 

at    Montgomery   County  and   Frankfort,   Kentucky,  including   the 

ual  testimon)  <>t  eye- witnesses  of  the  tragedy  and  the  deposition 

■  William  Calk  adverted  to  in  the  foregoing  article,  as  well  as 

rty  of  the  description  given  in  the  Case  of  Arthur  Conley's 

Win.  Chiles  (Kentucky  State  Reports,  Marshall,  Vol.  5, 

th<-  Ant h-.r  has  not  been  able  to  quote  from  the  original 

autl,  which   formed   the  source  of  Chief  Justice  Robertson's 

nt    incorporated   in   the   paper  pamphlet  prepared  by 

Richard  Reid,  Bsquire,  herein  quoted.] 
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Allen  Taylor  Caperton, 
son  of   Hugh  Caperton  of  "Elmwood' 
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AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  death  of  Adam  Caperton  by 
Wyandotte  Indians  at  Mount  Sterling,  Kentucky, 
22  March  1782,  copied  and  compared  by  his  great- 
great-grandson,  William  Alexander  Gordon,  Junior, 
Esquire,  at  .the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington, 
D.  C,  16  September  1915,  from  the  Courier-Journal 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 


The  Courier-Journal,  Louisville,  (Kentucky), 
Wednesday,    March   22,    1882;   page  3,    column    1. 

ESTILL  CENTENNIAL 

A  Big  Time  in  Madison,  All  on  Account  of  the 
Estills — They  Have  a  Worthy  History  and  an 
Honored   Name — Indian   Fighting. 

PIONEER  EXPERIENCE 

(Correspondence  of  the  Courier-Journal.) 

Richmond,  Ky.,  March  20th. 

The  court-house  was  crowded  to  overflowing 
to-day  with  the  best  people  of  the  county  to  witness 
the  exercises  of  the  Estill  Centennial.  A  cen- 
tury ago  Captain  James  Estill,  with  twenty-four 
men,  fought  a  party  of  Wyandotte  Indians  on  a 
small  branch  of  Hinkston  Creek,  near  where 
Mt.  Sterling,  in  this  State,  now  stands,  and  Estill  was 
killed.  From  the  fact  that  a  large  artificial  mound 
stood  near  the  spot,  the  fight  is  known  as  the  battle 
of  Little  Mountain  or  Estill's  Defeat.  This  being 
the   one   hundredth    anniversary    (according    to    the 
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family  tradition,  though  history  says  March  22, 
which  is  probably  correct),  a  centennial  meeting 
of  the  Estill  family  was  held,  to  which  the  public 
was  invited.  N 

ONE  HUNDRED  GUNS 

were  fired  on  the  University  campus,  and  the  students 
and  pupils  of  the  schools  marched  in  procession 
to  the  court-house,  which  was  decorated  for  the 
occasion.  The  exercises  opened  writh  prayer  by 
Rev.  L.  H.  Blanton,  Chancellor  of  Central  Uni- 
versity. Col.  William  M.  Irvine,  President  of  the 
Second  National  Bank,  was  selected  as  Chairman. 
Col.  Irvine's  grandfather,  William  Irvine,  was 
dangerously  wounded  at  the  battle  above  mentioned, 
bill  was  subsequently  elected  the  first  clerk  of  this 
Madison)  county,  and  held  the  office  for  perhaps 
a  score  of  years.  Two  secretaries  were  chosen. 
Hon.  Curtis  F.  Burnham  delivered  the  first  oration, 
and  was  followed  by  Hon.  James  B.McCreary,  William 
B.  Smith,  Esq.,  Judge  William  C.  Miller,  Thomas  J. 
Scott,  Esq.,  Gen.  Cassius  M.  Clay,  Mr.  Wallace 
\  anion  of  Standford,  Col.  James  W.  Caperton, 
and  Charles  J.  Bronson,  Esq. 

McCreary,  Scott,  Miller,  Caperton,  and  Varnon 
are  descended  from  the  Estills,  and  Col.  Caperton 
also  from  Adam  Caperton,  who  was  killed  at  Little 
Mountain.  The  origin  and  genealogy  of  the  family, 
the  appearance  of  the  Estill  brothers  in  Kentucky 
pioneer  days,  the  trials  and  hardships,  bravery  and 
9elf*sacrificing  spirit,  the  growth  and  importance  of 
the  family  were  all  set  forth  by  the  speakers. 

THE  ESTILLS 

descended  from  "Wallace,  the  Hero  of  Scotland," 
and  the  hero  of  Little  Mountain  was  born  in  Virginia, 
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and  came  to  Boonesborough  in  1780.  The  following 
year  he  built  a  fort  there  and  half  a  mile  from  this 
place,  and  in  the  same  year,  had  an  arm  broken  by  a 
shot  from  an  Indian.  In  March  of  the  next  year  he 
took  thirty-nine  horsemen  and  went  out  to  look  for 
a  body  of  Indians  who  had  crossed  the  river.  Next 
morning  the  Indians  appeared  at  the  fort,  and 
finding  a  Miss  Innes  without  the  walls,  killed  her, 
took  captive  a  negro,  named  Monk,  killed  the  cattle 
and  left.  There  was  not  a  man  in  the  fort,  so  the 
women  sent  out  two  boys,  Samuel  South  (afterwards 
a  General)  and  Peter  Hackett.  They  found  the  Estill 
party  after  wandering  all  day  and  night.  Five  men 
returned  to  the  fort  while  the  others  went  in  the 
direction  the  Indians  had  gone.  At  night  the  horses 
were  found  exhausted,  and  with  their  riders  were 
turned  back.  The  twenty-five  resumed  the  march 
next  morning,  and  just  an  hour  before  sundown 
came  upon  the  Indians  preparing  rations  from  a 
Buffalo  carcass. 

AN  INDIAN  FIGHT 

Estill  fired,  and  the  Indians  ran.  Ensign  David 
Cook  shot  next,  and  two  Indians  being  in  range, 
both  were  killed.  The  third  shot  brought  down  the 
chief  mortally  wounded.  But  he  called  to  his  warriors 
to  stand,  and  they  obeyed,  and  a  frightful  battle 
ensued.  At  sundown  Lieut.  Wm.  Miller  with  six 
men  were  detached  to  flank  the  enemy,  but  they 
deserted.  Finally,  when  almost  dark,  Adam  Caperton 
was  shot  in  the  head  and  staggered  into  an  open 
space — all  had  previously  been  shooting  from  behind 
trees.  A  powerful  warrior  ran  out  to  scalp  him. 
Captain  Estill  sprang  to  the  rescue  and  seized  the 
savage,  for  his  gun  was  empty.  A  struggle  like  that 
of  two  monster  wild  animals  followed.  At  last  Estill's 
fractured  arm  failed  him,  and  he  was  forced  down. 
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With  a  yell  the  knife  was  thrust  into  his  vitals. 
As  the  Indian  raised  up  a  bullet  from  the  rifle  of 
gallant  Joseph  Proctor  sent  him  to  the  "happy 
hunting  grounds."  One  more  shot  from  the  Indian 
side  and  James  McMillan  fell  dead.  Lieut.  John 
South,  Jr.,  John  Colefoot,  McNeely  and  another, 
whose  name  was  lost — seven  in  all — lay  dead  on 
the  field.  Seventeen  Indians  joined  these  seven 
antagonists  in  their  last  sleep.  James  Berry,  ser- 
iously wounded,  was  taken  back  upon  the  back  of 
the  slave  Monk,  who  had  escaped  from  the  Indians, 
and  carried  home.  Wm.  Irvine  mounted  a  horse 
and  rode.  David  Cook,  though  badly  wounded, 
walked.  The  other  eight,  five  of  them  wounded, 
set  out  for  the  station,  the  dead  being  left  on  the 
ground.  They  did  not  know  the  strength  of  the  In- 
dians; yet  Monk  declared  seventeen  were  dead  and 
only  two  remained,  both  of  them  wounded.  Mrs. 
Gatliffe,  a  lady  who  was  a  prisoner  among  the  Wyan- 
dottes  at  their  northern  camp,  and  was  afterwards 
released,  confirmed  this  statement,  and  said  one 
of  the  wounded  Indians  died  on  the  way,  leaving 
only  one  to  tell  the  story. 

A  MONUMENT 

with  life-size  statue  of  Capt.  Estill,  stands  at  the 
entrance  to  the  beautiful  cemetery  in  this  place. 
More  than  a  hundred  persons  possessing  Estill  blood 
were  present  at  the  Centennial  to-day,  but  of  the  name, 
Johnathan  P.,  Johnathan  T.,  Peter  and  Col.  C.  R. 
Estill,  are  the  only  ones  now  living  in  this  county, 
all  prosperous  farmers  who  own  the  land  left  by  their 
ancestors. 

During  Judge  Miller's  speech  he  took  occasion 
to  say  that  the  Miller  who  deserted  was  not  of  his 
family.     The  Judge  is  a  grandson  of  the  founder  of 
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Richmond.  President  Logan,  of  Central  University, 
pronounced   the   benediction. 

Some  of  the  Estills  of  Missouri  have  grown  to 
be   among   the  wealthiest   citizens   of   that   State. 

Col.  Samuel  Estill,  the  younger  brother,  lived 
to  be  an  old  man,  and  was  in  the  legislature  in  1795. 
He  weighed  at  his  death  412  pounds,  and  history 
tells  us  it  took  a  whole  side  of  leather  to  make  him 
a  pair  of  boots.  It  required  twelve  strong  men  to 
baptize  him.    He  was  a  noted  Indian  fighter.     (End). 

(Signed)  Tip. 
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Excerpt  from  the  "Kentucky  Pioneers 


AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  death  of  Adam  Caperton  by 
Wyandotte  Indians  at  Mount  Sterling,  Kentucky, 
22  March  1782,  copied  and  compared  by  his  great- 
great-grandson,  William  Alexander  Gordon,  Junior, 
Esquire,  at  the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  24  March  1917,  from  an  article  in  the  Courier- 
Journal  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  28  October  1888, 
page  19,  column  4,  by  W.  H.  Perrin,  entitled  "Ken- 
tucky Pioneers."  (Only  an  excerpt  is  republished 
here.) 


The  battle  began  at  a  buffalo  crossing  on  Small 
Mountain  Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Hinkston,  in  the 
bend  of  the  creek,  where  a  small  branch  put  in  on 
the  east  side,  and  was  fought  principally  between 
that  and  the  branch  next  below.  The  Indians  were 
making  off,  indisposed  to  fight,  until  their  leader 
fell,  too  badly  wounded  to  retreat  with  them.  His 
death  then  would  have  ended  the  contest  in  twenty 
minutes  after  the  first  Indian  was  killed.  But  to 
the  true  son  of  the  forest  there  is  no  rallying  cry 
like  that  from  his  wounded  leader.  He  ordered  them 
to  come  back  and  fight  like  men.  Dragging  his  body 
behind  a  bush,  from  which  as  he  sat  upright  on  the 
ground  he  could  watch  and  direct  his  braves,  his 
voice  rang  out  in  tones  of  command  that  had  never 
brooked  disobedience.  Three  Indians  had  fallen 
before  they  had  returned  a  shot;  but  when  they  began 
the  work  was  deadly.  The  number  was  equal  on  each 
side,  and  the  battle  was  more  like  a  succession  of 
single  combats  than  an  engagement  between  organ- 
ized forces.  Each  rifleman  singled  out  his  man,  and 
fired  at  no  uncertain  mark.  Life  itself  was  the  forfeit. 
The  firing  was  deliberate.     For  an  hour  both  sides 
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stood  firmly,  or  bravely  fell.  More  than  a  fourth 
of  the  combatants  had  fallen  already.  The  native 
courage  of  the  pioneers  had  never  been  so  tested. 
They  realized  what  returned  prisoners  had  told 
them  of  the  power  of  a  wounded  leader.  Not 
the  lion  in  his  den,  nor  the  tiger  at  bay,  is  so  dangerous 
as  he.  In  the  clangor  and  uproar  of  a  general  battle 
death  is  forgotten,  and  cowards  often  die  like  brave 
men;  but  in  the  cool  and  lingering  expectation  of 
death  only  the  man  of  true  courage  can  stand.  Such 
was  the  situation  now.  No  decided  advantage  had 
been  gained.  What  could  be  done?  To  go  forward 
was  to  leap  into  the  jaws  of  death;  to  hold  the  ground 
was  almost  as  certain  death.  The  Indian  chief  could 
not  retreat,  and  without  him  his  men  would  not. 
In  this  emergency,  Captain  Estill  despatched  six 
nun  under  Lieut.  Miller  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  enemy, 
while  he,  with  the  remainder,  maintained  the  contest 
in  front. 

Had  this  order  been  promptly  obeyed  and  the 
movement  executed  as  designed,  it  would  have 
ended  the  battle  in  a  very  few  minutes  in  favor  of 
the  whites.  But  Miller's  party,  with  time  for  reflection, 
became  panic-stricken  and  fled,  leaving  their  com- 
rades in  the  lurch.  This  crippled  Estill's  force  and 
seriously  endangered  it,  but  it  still  maintained 
it-  ground.  The  contest  flagged  only  as  brave  men 
fell,  or  as  their  ammunition  ran  low,  and  compelled 
them  to  fire  more  cautiously.  But  the  climax  was 
at  hand.  A  man  named  Caperton,  a  warm  personal 
friend  of  Estill's,  received  a  wound  in  the  head, 
which  crazed  him,  and  he  staggered  from  cover 
towards  the  enemy  (the  parties  had  been  fighting 
in  sixty  yards  of  each  other.)  Unconscious  of  his 
danger  he  was  fully  exposed  to  the  enemy  and  a 
burly  Wyandotte  warrior,  who  had  just  discharged 
his  gun,  sprung  from  behind  a  tree  to  tomahawk 
him.     Estill's  generous  nature  could  not  brook  this. 
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His  gun  was  also  empty,  and  he  had  been  wounded 
three  times,  but  he  sprang  forward  and  closed  with 
the  savage,  who  grappled  with  him  in  a  life  and 
death  contest.  They  were  evenly  matched,  and  for 
some  time  the  result  was  doubtful,  but  at  last  Estill's 
arm,  which  had  been  broken  by  a  shot  some  months 
before  and  had  but  lately  healed,  gave  way,  and  the 
Indian,  with  a  yell  of  triumph,  buried  his  knife  in 
Estill's  heart.  That  yell  of  triumph  of  the  savage 
changed  into  his  death  yell,  for  while  it  sounded 
he  fell  across  Estill's  dead  body,  pierced  by  a  ball 
from  the  "unerring  rifle  of  Joseph  Proctor." 
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AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  death  of  Adam  Caperton  by 
Wyandotte  Indians  at  Mount  Sterling,  Kentucky, 
22  March  1782,  copied  and  compared  by  his  great- 
great-grandson,  William  Alexander  Gordon,  Junior, 
Esquire,  at  the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington, 
D.  C,  24  March  1917,  from  an  article  in  the  Courier- 
Journal  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  4  November  1888, 
page  13,  column  3,  by  W.  H.  Perrin,  entitled  "The 
Indian."     (Only  an  excerpt  is  republished  here.) 


And  of  the  seven  killed  in  the  battle  the  names 
of  all  but  one  have  been  preserved,  viz:  Captain 
James  Estill,  Adam  Caperton,  Johnathan  McMillan, 
Lieut.  John  South,  Jr.,  John  Colefoot,  and  McXeely. 
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WILL  OF  HUGH  CAPERTON, 
OF  "ELMWOOD" 

I,  Hugh  Caperton,  of  the  County  of  Monroe  and 
State  of  Virginia  (born  17th  April  1781)  do  hereby 
make  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  manner 
and  form  following,   to-wit: 

First,  I  give  to  my  son  Lewis  E.  Caperton  and 
his  heirs  forever  one  bond  executed  by  Guy  D. 
French,   Isaac  French  and  David  Straly  to  me  for 

the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  dated  the day 

of    .......   1846,  payable  the  first  day  of  January, 

1848,  bearing  interest  from  the  first  day  of  January, 
1847;  also  the  following  slaves — Henry  (Steagle), 
Tom  (Steenbergen) ,  Ellen  and  her  four  children, 
viz.,  Vincent,  Louisa,  Burke  and  Emily,  Frances 
(the  daughter  of  Lewis  Tuckweller),  also  Lucy, 
Amantha,  George  and  David;  also  one  carriage, 
two  grey  horses,  one  wagon  to  be  made  at  my  smith- 
shop,  one  bed  and  its  furniture,  thirty  sheep  and 
five  cows.  (Note — A  claim  may  arise  against  the 
slaves  Lucy,  Amantha  and  David  above  named, 
if  so  my  said  son  Lewis  E.  Caperton  will  have  to 
pay  it.)  I  also  give  to  my  said  son  Lewis  E.  Caperton 
my  four  lots  in  the  town  of  Union,  which  were  this 
day  conveyed  to  me  by  Allen  T.  Caperton  and  wife, 
together  with  their  appurtenances,  also  the  use  of 
my  two  lots  situated  in  said  town,  lying  west  of  the 
lots  of  Augustus  A.  Chapman,  until  my  executor 
hereinafter  named  shall  sell  them. 

Second,  I  give  to  my  three  grand-daughters, 
Sarah  Jane  Steenbergen,  Mary  Caroline  Steenbergen, 
and  Melinda  Steenbergen,  daughters  of  William 
Steenbergen,  dec'd.,  and  daughters  of  daughter 
Elizabeth  (now  Elizabeth  Rude)  the  following  slaves — 
Monica  and  her  four  children,  namely,  Mary  Frances, 
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George,  Hannah  and  Robert;  also  Fanny  and  her 
child  called  William  Henry,  also  Jim  (painter), 
which  slaves  are  now  in  the  possession  of  A.  R.  Rude; 
also  one  thousand  dollars  each  to  be  paid  to  them 
in  cash,  bonds  or  negroes,  by  my  Executor  herein- 
after to  be  named  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1850. 
Should  either  of  the  last  mentioned  legatees  die 
before  the  first  day  of  January,  1850,  then  it  is  my 
will  that  the  legacy  or  legacies  hereby  bequeathed 
go  to  the  survivors  or  survivor. 

Third,  I  give  unto  my  son,  Allen  T.  Caperton 
and  his  heirs  forever,  the  tract  of  land  whereon  I 
now  reside,  called  Elmwood,  together  with  appur- 
tenances, containing  four  hundred  and  seventy  acres 
comprised  of  several  tracts,  as  follows, — the  lands 
deeded  to  me  by  Michael  Alexander,  Michael  Er- 
skine,  Sen.,  Michael  Erskine,  Jun.,  Alexander  Er- 
skine,  the  tract  called  Paradise,  the  Reaburn  tract, 
the  Prentice  Spring,  or  Smith  House  place,  including 
the  house  and  shop;  also  a  part  of  the  University 
tract  beginning  at  the  gate,  at  the  smith  shop,  on 
the  great  road,  and  following  the  road  leading  to 
the  University  to  a  point  opposite  to  the  little  meadow 
fence  running  to  the  line  of  John  Dickson,  and 
then  running  with  the  fence  a  west  course  to  Dickson's 
line,  thence  with  Dickson's  line  to  Shanklin's  branch, 
thence  with  the  great  road  to  the  beginning;  also 
all  my  household  and  kitchen  furniture  of  every 
description,  except  one  piano,  one  carriage  and 
three  beds  and  their  furniture.  I  also  give  to  my  said 
son  Allen  T.  Caperton  my  riding  horse  (Ajax), 
four  oxen  and  van  (the  mule),  together  with  such 
wagons  and  other  farming  utensils  as  are  now  on 
the  premises  above-willed  to  him.  The  above  bequest 
is  independent  of  the  advancements  that  I  have 
heretofore  made  to  him. 

Fourth,  I  give  unto  Oliver  Beirne  for  the  benefit 
of  my  three  grandchildren,  but  entirely  at  his  dis- 
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posal,  my  storehouse  and  lot  in  Union,  together 
with  the  house  and  lot  joining  the  lot  of  William 
Crebs,  together  with  their  appurtenances;  conditioned 
that  should  my  Executor  hereinafter  to  be  nanml 
choose  to  pay  to  the  said  Oliver  Beirne  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  in  cash,  bonds 
or  negroes  within  one  year  after  my  death  and  keep 
the  said  houses  and  lots  he  is  at  liberty  to  do  so. 
I  also  give  to  the  said  Oliver  Beirne,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  my  said  three  grand-daughters,  one  house 
and  lot  in  the  town  of  Lewisburg,  called  the  Bowling 
House,  and  one  lot  adjoining  the  same  containing 
twenty  acres;  also  one  undivided  half  of  a  lot  in 
the  said  town  of  Lewisburg,  owned  by  myself  and 
James  L.  Woodville,  called  the  Lombardy  Grove; 
also  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid 
to  him,  by  my  Executor  hereinafter  to  be  named, 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1850,  for  the  use  afore- 
said, in  cash,  bonds  or  negroes. 

Fifth,  I  give  to  my  son  William  G.  Caperton 
my  mulatto  man  Lewis  Tuckwiller  and  his  wife 
Emily  and  their  four  children,  namely,  Charles, 
Mary,  Alfred  and  Floyd,  one  black  boy  called  Charles 
Matt,  one  black  man  called  Aaron,  one  girl  called 
Mary  Jane,  one  sorrel  mare  and  colt  (now  in  his 
possession)  and  one  cow;  one  bond  which  my  said 
son  executed  to  me  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  dated  7th  November,  1846,  one  other  bond 
executed  by  my  said  son  to  me  for  the  sum  of  thir- 
teen hundred  and  forty  dollars,  dated  7th  November, 
1846,  all  of  which  are  now  in  his  possession.  The 
above  is  independent  of  advancements  heretofore 
made  to  him, — in  all  making  about  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

Sixth,  I  give  unto  my  son  John  Caperton  the 
following  slaves — George  Caruthers  $500,  Sam  Hays 
$600,  Chapman  $600,  Henry,  mulatto,  $600,  Banks 
$600,    John    Arthur    $600,    Frances    $500,    Amanda 

35 


Will  of  Hugh  Caperton  of  "Elm-wood" 

S450,  William,  her  son,  $150,  Ann  $450,  Lucinda, 
her  child,  John  S250,  Lucy  $150,  Ann's  youngest 
child  $100,  Harrison  $500,  Sallie  Dickason  $400, 
and  her  three  children,  namely,  Ann  $300,  Isaiah 
$200,  her  youngest,  a  boy,  $100,  Phebe  $400  and  her 
two  children,  John  Lewis  $300,  Albert  Henry  $150. 
I  also  give  to  my  son  John  Caperton  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  be  paid  to  him, 
by  my  Executor,  in  money  or  good  bonds.  The  fore- 
going bequest,  together  with  advancements  here- 
tofore made  him,  estimated  at  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

Seventh,  I  give  unto  my  daughter,  Mary  Jane 
Echols,  my  plantation  called  the  Donnelly  place, 
situated  in  the  sinks  in  Monroe  County  adjoining 
the  lands  of  Matthew  Scott  and  others,  including 
the  Hawkins  land,  containing  in  all  about  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  with  the  appurtenances; 
also  one  negro  girl  called  Paulina;  one  bed  with  its 
furniture,  and  two  young  mares  such  as  my  Exec- 
utor shall  select;  also  three  thousand  dollars,  which 
is  to  be  paid  to  her  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1850,  by  my  Executor  in  cash,  bonds  or  slaves.  I 
have  also  given  and  delivered  to  my  said  daughter 
the  following  money  and  property,  viz.,  cash — three 
hundred  dollars;  cash — one  hundred  dollars;  cash — 
one  thousand  sixty-six  dollars;  the  following  slaves: 
Jake  and  Aggy  at  $500,  Henderson  at  $1000,  Betsy 
Miller  $450  and  her  three  children,  namely,  Aggy 
$300,  Tilda  S250,  Betsy  $200,  Beverly  $600,  Winney 
$500;  also  one  black  mare  and  colt  $80,  one  dark 
chestnut  filly  $60,  one  sorrel  mare  $60,  one  bay  mare 
$50,  one  roan  mare  $60,  which  together  with  the 
provisions  herein  contained  amount  to  about  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Eighth,  I  will  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Hugh 
Caperton  my  three  lots  upon  which  the  Tavern  is 
situated  in  the  Town  of  Union,  now  in  the  possession 
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of  John  W.  Lanius,  with  all  the  personal  property 
which  may  be  upon  the  same  at  my  death,  including 
household  and  kitchen  furniture,  (that  is  that  portion 
which  belongs  to  me  of  right),  estimated  at  eight 
thousand  dollars.  The  above  is  independent  of 
advancements  heretofore  made  to  him  of  $13,657.31 
cents,  making  in  all  the  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars,  thirty-one  cents. 
Ninth,  I  give  unto  my  daughter,  Sarah  Ann 
Caperton,  my  plantation  comprised  of  the  following 
tracts,  to-wit, — the  balance  of  the  University  plan- 
tation, lying  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  leading 
to  the  Sweet  Springs  from  Union,  the  lands  ad- 
joining the  same  lying  between  the  University  and 
the  Honaker  lands;  all  the  Honaker  lands;  the 
Whitcomb  or  Ben  Berry  place,  including  a  small 
piece  bought  from  John  Sherey,  down  to  the  mouth 
of  the  lane  between  Dunlap  and  Sherey;  or  in  lieu 
of  the  above  tract  of  land  at  the  discretion  of  my 
Executor,  the  plantation  called  the  McNutt  place, 
including  the  Robinson  place  and  Mastin  place, 
containing  in  all  about  eight  hundred  acres,  subject 
to  the  following  conditions,  that  is  to  say,  that  my 
Executor  shall  have  the  control,  use  and  possession 
of  the  said  plantation  and  its  appurtenances  free 
of  charge,  until  the  said  Sarah  Ann  shall  marry, 
conditioned  that  my  said  Executor  shall  support, 
clothe,  etc.,  the  said  Sarah  Ann  until  the  happening 
of  such  event  or  her  death.  Should  my  Executor 
choose  to  pay  the  said  Sarah  Ann  Caperton  at  her 
marriage  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  in 
bonds,  negroes  or  cash  in  lieu  of  the  said  plantation, 
he  has  the  privilege  of  so  doing.  I  also  give  to  my 
said  daughter,  Sarah  Ann,  one  negro  girl  called 
Mildred,  my  piano,  one  bureau  and  one  bed  with 
its  furniture.  I  also  give  to  her  one  thousand  dollars 
to  be  paid  to  her  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1850, 
in  cash,   bonds  or  negroes,  by  my  Executor.     The 
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above  is  independent  of  one  thousand  dollars  here- 
tofore advanced  to  her,  making  in  the  aggregate 
about  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  It  is  my  desire  that 
the  whole  of  the  foregoing  bequest  to  my  daughter, 
Sarah  Ann,  be  subject  to  the  control  of  my  Executor 
until  her  marriage. 

Tenth,  I  give  my  son,  George  Henry  Caperton, 
one  of  the  plantations  named  in  the  ninth  bequest 
herein,  to  be  alloted  to  him  by  my  Executor,  to- 
gether with  its  appurtenances,  to  be  kept  in  the 
possession  and  to  be  used  and  enjoyed  by  my  Ex- 
ecutor free  of  charge,  until  my  said  son  George 
Henry  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
conditioned  that  my  said  Executor  shall  pay  the 
said  George  Henry's  expenses  of  schooling,  clothing 
etc.,  until  said  period.  And  should  my  Executor 
choose  to  pay  the  said  George  Henry  the  sum  of 
twelve  thousand  dollars  when  he  arrives  of  age, 
in  lieu  of  said  plantation,  he  has  the  privilege  of 
so  doing.  I  also  give  to  my  said  son  George  Henry 
eight  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  him,  by  my 
Executor  when  the  said  George  Henry  shall  arrive 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  in  cash,  bonds  and 
negroes  or  in  either. 

Eleventh,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Allen  T. 
Caperton  all  of  my  grain  of  every  description;  and 
all  provisions  of  every  description;  all  my  farming 
utensils  of  every  description  attached  to  either  of 
my  plantations  which  may  be  on  hand  at  my  death. 

Twelfth,  I  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my 
son,  Allen  T.  Caperton,  Executor  of  this  my  last 
will  and  testament;  and  it  is  my  desire  that  he  shall 
not  be  required  to  give  security  for  the  performance 
of  his  duties  as  Executor,  as  I  have  the  most  un- 
limited confidence  in  his  integrity. 

Thirteenth,  I  do  hereby  place  in  the  hands  of 
my  said  Executor  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
legacies    herein    contained    the    following    property, 
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viz.,  my  slaves — Harry  (to  be  supported),  Willis, 
Charles  Holmes,  Charles  Hunter,  Anthony  Hunter, 
Henry  Roles,  Garrison,  Wilson,  Brown,  Sandy,  Austin, 
Albert,  Peter  Miller,  Peter  Pack,  Sam,  Short,  Jim, 
Nick,  Calander,  Philip,  Nco,  Jim,  Salt,  Aleck, 
Anthony,  Jim,  Clear,  Charley  (kitchen), Lewis  (Shaw- 
ver),  Ben,  Isom,  Levi,  Dinah,  Mariah  and  her  chil- 
dren, Hamilton,  Gains  and  Henry,  Charlotte,  Fanny, 
Polly  and  her  children,  George,  Eveline,  and  William, 
Emaline,  Caroline,  Minerva,  Lydia  and  Frances; 
and  all  my  work  horses,  which  are  placed  in  the 
hands  of  my  Executor  free  from  charge  for  the  term 
of  five  years. 

I  have  also  placed  in  the  hands  of  my  said  Ex- 
ecutor cash  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia— six  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  and  one  hundred  dollars  in 
gold;  two  thousand  dollars  in  the  safe  in  the  store; 
scrip  for  state  stock  in  the  hands  of  Caperton  & 
Crump — $2,000;  one  bond  on  the  Frys  of  Richmond 
for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  together  with 
my  stock  and  interest  in  the  firm  of  Caperton  & 
Crump ;  also  my  stock  and  interest  in  the  firm  of 
Caperton  &  Alexander;  my  stock  and  interest  in 
the  firm  of  H.  Caperton  &  J.  H.  Alexander;  my  stock 
and  interest  in  the  firm  of  H.  Caperton  &  Co. ;  my 
stock  in  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company; 
my  stock  in  the  White  and  Salt  Sulphur  Springs 
Turnpike  Company;  together  with  all  bonds,  notes 
and  accounts  due  to  me  in  the  Counties  of  Monroe, 
Greenbrier,  Nicholas,  Fayette,  Mercer  and  Giles, 
Hardy,  Botetourt,  Shenandoah,  or  in  any  other 
county  or  state  not  recollected ;  also  all  other  property 
real  or  personal  that  I  own  or  have  claim  to,  which 
has  not  been  heretofore  named,  with  the  exception 
of  my  Barger  place  which  I  desire  to  be  used  by 
my  sons,  Allen  T.  Caperton  and  Lewis  E.  Caperton 
jointly  for  the  term  of  five  years  after  my  death, 
provided    the   said    Lewis    E.    Caperton   remains   in 
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the  neighborhood,  if  he  should  not,  then  the  said 
plantation  is  to  be  used  by  the  said  Allen  T.  Caperton 
solely,  for  said  term;  which  said  property  is  in  like 
manner  intended  for  the  payment  of  the  special 
legacies  herein  contained  and  those  which  may 
hereafter  be  named. 

Fourteenth,  it  is  my  desire  that  my  stock  of  cattle, 
which  are  on  the  several  plantations  and  intended 
for  sale  next  summer,  be  kept  thereon,  free  of  charge, 
until  they  are  sold;  the  proceeds  to  go  to  the  benefit 
of  the  estate  and  to  the  payment  of  legacies. 

Fifteenth,  I  also  direct,  at  the  end  of  five  years 
after  my  death,  that  my  Executor  shall  pay  to  my 
son  Lewis  E.  Caperton  five  thousand  dollars,  to 
himself  (Allen  T.  Caperton)  and  to  William  G. 
Caperton  each  five  thousand  dollars  in  bonds,  negroes 
or  cash.  The  residue  ofi  my  estate  (if  any)  after 
paying  my  debts  and  expenses,  I  wish  to  be  dis- 
tributed as  follows:  one-tenth  to  Lewis  E.  Caperton; 
one-tenth  to  Allen  T.  Caperton;  one-tenth  to  William 
G.  Caperton;  one-tenth  to  John  Caperton;  one-tenth 
to  Hugh  Caperton;  one-tenth  to  George  H.  Caperton; 
one-tenth  to  Mary  Jane  Echols;  one- tenth  to  Sarah 
Ann  Caperton;  one- tenth  to  Oliver  Beirne  for  the 
benefit  of  my  three  grand-daughters;  and  one-tenth 
to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  my  Executor  for  the  benefit 
of  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Rude,  or  my  three  grand- 
daughters named  in  my  will  heretofore,  at  his  dis- 
cretion, to  be  paid  in  bonds,  money,  or  property 
at  its  value.  It  is  hereby  directed  that  should  there 
be  a  deficit  in  my  estate,  that  all  the  legacies  named 
in  this  will  up  to  the  fifteenth  clause  shall  be  first 
paid. 

Sixteenth,  I  do  hereby  authorize  my  Executor 
to  settle  and  adjust  all  my  accounts,  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  any  property  real  and  personal  not  herein 
specifically  disposed  of;  and  to  make  compromises 
and    settlements,    using   such    discretion   as   he   may 
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deem  proper;  and  in  selling  property,  he  may  use 
his  discretion  to  sell  at  public  or  private  sale. 

Seventeenth,  in  the  event  of  any  loss  by  death 
or  otherwise  of  negroes  or  other  property  hereby 
bequeathed  it  is  my  will  that  the  loss  shall  fall  upon 
the  person  to  whom  it  is  given. 

Eighteenth,  it  is  my  desire  that  Doctor  Thomas 
Creigh,  my  physician,  with  such  other  medical 
gentlemen  as  he  may  select,  do  make  an  examination 
of  my  stomach,  after  death,  so  as  to  ascertain  and 
determine  the  nature  and  character  of  the  disease 
with  which  I  have  been  so  long  afflicted. 

Lastly,  I  hereby  declare  this  to  be  my  last 
will  and  testament,  revoking  all  other  or  former 
wills  by  me  heretofore  made,  in  testimony  whereof 
I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
my  seal  this  26th  day  of  December,  1846.  The 
interlineations  and  erasures  done  before  signing. 

(Signed)     Hugh  Caperton     (Seal). 

Signed,  sealed  and  acknowledged  by  Hugh 
Caperton  as  and  for  his  last  will  and  testament, 
in  presence  of  us,  who  have  signed  the  same  as 
witnesses  at  his  request. 

Madison  McDaniel, 
James  H.  Alexander, 
George  W.  Hutchinson. 

At  Monroe  County  February  Court,  1847. 

A  writing  purporting  to  be  the  last  will  and  tes- 
tament of  Hugh  Caperton,  deceased,  was  presented 
in  Court  and  proven  by  the  oaths  of  Madison 
McDaniel,  James  H.  Alexander  and  George  W. 
Hutchinson,  subscribing  witnesses  thereto,  and  the 
same  is  ordered  to  be  recorded  as  the  true  last  will 
and   testament   of   the   said    Hugh    Caperton,    dec, 
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and  on  motion  of  Allen  T.  Caperton,  Executor  named 
therein,  who  made  oath  as  Executor,  (it  being  the 
testator's  desire  that  he  shall  not  be  required  to 
give  security,)  and  entered  into  and  acknowledged 
bond  in  the  penalty  of  $400,000  conditioned  as  the 
law  directs,  certificate  for  obtaining  probate  thereof 
in  due  form  is  granted  him. 

A  copy. 

Teste, 

John  Hutchinson,  C.  M.  C. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original. 

Teste, 

John  Hutchinson,  C.  M.  C. 
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GENEALOGY  OF  HUGH  CAPERTON 
OF  "ELM  WOOD" 


FIRST  GENERATION  IN  AMERICA 

John  Caperton  m.  Polly  Thompson  and  had  four 
children,  as  follows: 

SECOND  GENERATION 

1.  Elizabeth  Caperton  m.  James  Gibson  of 
Tennessee  and  had  two  children:  Elizabeth  Gibson, 
who  became  the  wife  of  her  first  cousin  John,  son 
of  Adam  Caperton,  and  Col.  John  Henry  Gibson, 
who  attained  historical  fame  in  Tennessee. 

2.  Hugh  Caperton  m.  (name  of  wife  unknown) 
and  had  nine  children  in  Virginia,  where  many  of 
their  descendants  still  reside.  He  served  in  the  Indian 
and  Border  Wars,  and  is  historically  known  as 
Captain  "New  River"  Hugh  Caperton. 

3.  William  (?)  Caperton  m.  (name  of  wife 
unknown)  and  had  two  children:  James  Caperton 
m.  Sallie  Wells  and  William  Caperton  m.  Lucy  Woods. 
Admiral  William  B.  Caperton  and  Solicitor  of  Agri- 
culture Francis  Gordon  Caffey  are  descendants  of 
James  Caperton.  A  complete  genealogy  of  the 
descendants  of  William  Caperton  is  in  the  Woods- 
McAfee  Memorial  at  the  Library  of  Congress, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

4.  Adam  Caperton  m.  Elizabeth  Miller,  daughter 
of  Jacob  Miller  and  Elizabeth  Fudge,  whose  grand- 
parents on  both  sides  were  German  emigrants  of 
the  period  of  1700,  who  vied  with  the  Scotch-Irish 
in  filling  up  the  western  valley  regions  of  Virginia. 
He  served  in  the  Indian  Border  and  Revolutionary 
Wars  and  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Estill's  Defeat, 
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22  March  1782.    His  widow  married  a  Reverend  Mr. 
Smith.    He  had  four  children,  as  follows: 

THIRD  GENERATION 

1.  Elizabeth  Caperton  m.  William  Brooks  of 
Tennessee  and  had  four  children,  whose  descendants 
are  scattered  throughout  Tennessee,  Alabama  and 
Texas. 

2.  George  m.  (first)  Eleanor  Conn  and  (second) 
Malvina  Ake  and  had  eight  children,  all  by  his 
first    wife,    whose    descendants    scattered    likewise. 

3.  John  Caperton  m.  (name  of  first  wife  un- 
known) and  (second)  his  first  cousin  Elizabeth 
Gibson.  He  had  one  son  by  his  first  wife  and  seven 
children  by  his  second  wife,  whose  descendants 
scattered  likewise. 

4.  Hugh  Caperton  (b.  17  April  1781,  d.  9  Feb- 
ruary 1847)  m.  (first  11  February  1806)  Jane  Erskine 
(b.  2  August  1786,  d.  20  May  1831),  daughter  of 
Michael  Erskine  (b.  1763,  d.  31  August  1812)  and 
Margaret  Paulee  nee  Handley  (b.  28  February 
1753 — they  m.  1785,  d.  3  June  1842)  and  (second 
16  January  1834)  Delilah  Beirne  nee  Alexander 
(b.  27  July  1804,  d.  8  August  1845),  daughter  of 
Michael  Alexander  and  Polly  Benson.  He  had  eleven 
children,  all  by  his  first  wife,  Jane  Erskine,  of 
whom  ten  survived  and  married,  as  follows: 

FOURTH  GENERATION 

1.  Elizabeth,  b.  12  May  1807,  d.  2  August  1862. 

2.  Lewis  Erskine,  b.  16  November  1808,  d.  21 
June  1874. 

3.  Allen  Taylor,  b.  21  November  1810,  d.  26 
July  1876. 

4.  Margaret  Melinda,  b.  12  August  1812,  d. 
10  April  1844 
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5.  William    Gaston,    b.    14    February    1-S15,    d. 
17  June   1852. 

6.  John,  b.   15  January  1817,  d.   18  July   1900. 

7 

1877 
8 

9 
10 


Hugh,  b.  11  January  1821,  d.  14  September 


Mary  Jane,  b.  25  May  1822,  d.  6  October  1*74. 
Sarah  Ann,  b.  29  June  1826,  d.  14  March  1908. 
George    Henry,    b.    13     December    1829,    d. 
13    January    1895. 

The  children  of  the  foregoing  are  as  follows : 

FIFTH  GENERATION 


ELIZABETH  CAPERTOX 

M.  (first  31  May  1825)  William  Steenbergen 
(b.  4  September  1792,  d.  26  December  1834),  son  °f 
William  Steenbergen  and  Sarah  Casey,  and  had  four 
children,  as  follows: 

1.  Hugh  Caperton,  b.  12  June  1826,  d.  3  March 
1827. 

2.  Sarah  Jane,  b.  6  December  1827,  d.  18  May 
1862. 

3.  Mary  Caroline,  b.  5  December  1830,  d.  17 
January  1891. 

4.  Melinda  Beirne,  b.  1  March  1834,  d.  7  No- 
vember, 1903. 

Sarah  Jane  and  Melinda  Beirne  never  married. 

MARY  CAROLINE  STEENBERGEN 

M.  (15  December  1858)  James  Neale  Murdoch 
(b.  29  January  1828,  d.  14  September  1914),  son  of 
John  "R"  Murdoch  and  Virginia  Neale,  and  had 
five  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Ella,  b.  21  September  i860,  d.  8  September 
1861. 
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2.  Virginia  Elizabeth,  b.  17  October  1861,  living. 

3.  Blanch,  b.  31  March  1864,  d.  23  March  1866. 

4.  Allen,  b.  22  September  1867,  living. 

5.  Mary,  b.  16  May  1870,  d.  15  February  1907. 
Mary  married   William   Silas   Mowris,   and   died 

without    children.       Virginia    Elizabeth    and    Allen 
have  not  married.    This  record  is  to  date. 

ELIZABETH  CAPERTON 

M.  (second  21  May  1844)  Anders  Rudolph  Rude 
(b.  25  October  1812,  d.  21  May  1883),  son  of  Carl, 
Rude  and  Cecilia  (?)  and  had  two  children,  as  follows: 

1.  William  Steenbergen,  b.  29  January  1845, 
living. 

2.  Hugh  Caperton,  b.  24  July  1846,  d.  28  Feb- 
ruary 1847. 

WILLIAM  STEENBERGEN  RUDE 

M.  (13  August  1872)  May  Frances  Magee  (b. 
26  September  1855,  living),  daughter  of  Elbert  Magee 
and  Nancy  Ann  Ross,  and  had  twelve  children,  as 
follows : 

1.  Elbert  Rudolph,  b.  21  April  1873,  d.  6  Sep- 
tember 1897. 

2.  Hugh  Caperton,  b.   18  June  1875,  living. 

3.  Elizabeth  Cecilia,   b.   3  August   1876,   living. 

4.  Maxey  Forrest,   b.   5   February   1878,   living. 

5.  Oliver  Beirne,  b.   15  May  1879,  living. 

6.  Alena  Godey,   b.   24  February   1881,  living. 

7.  Lynn  Erskine,  b.  30  September  1883,  living. 

8.  Nellie  Preston,  b.  31  May  1886,  living. 

9.  William  Steenbergen,  b.  14  April  1888,  living. 

10.  Ashby  Rosser,  b.  15  June  1890,  living. 

11.  Nancy  Blanche,  b.  20  October  1892,  living. 

12.  Mary  Virginia,   b.    17    October     1897,   d.   22 
October  1897. 
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Only  Hugh,  Elizabeth,  Oliver  and  Alena  have 
married.    All  have  children. 

This  record  dates  to  28  July  1908. 

LEWIS  ERSKINE  CAPERTON 

M.  (14  February  1839)  Frances  Carthrae  Alex- 
ander (b.  4  May  181 5,  d.  4  March  1891),  daughter 
of  Henry  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  Lourie  Carthrae, 
and  had  five  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Hugh,  b.  24  November  1839,  d.  11  February 
1905. 

2.  Elizabeth,  b.  4  September  1841,  d.  16  Jan- 
uary, 1844. 

3.  Bettie,  b.  13  October  1844,  d.  1  September 
1880. 

4.  Henry,  b.   19  July  1846,  d.  5  October  1852. 

5.  Lewis,  b.  24  April  1850,  living. 

HUGH  CAPERTON 

M.  (8  July  1875)  Catherine  Anna  King  (b.  16 
October  1850,  d.  15  January  1910),  daughter  of 
Charles  Barrington  King  and  Anna  Wylly  Habersham, 
and  had  nine  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Hugh,  b.  24  April  1876,  living. 

2.  Charles  Barrington,  b.  20  September  1877, 
living. 

3.  Anna  Habersham,  b.  11  November  1879, 
living. 

4.  Edwin,  b.  6  December  1882,  living. 

5.  Henry,  b.  27  December  1884,  d.  14  April  1885. 

6.  Thomas    Bowyer,    b.    29    July    1886,    living. 

7.  Carthrae  Alexander,  b.  27  May  1888,  d. 
9    February,    191 5. 

8.  James  Nephew,  b.   1   March  1891,  living. 

9.  Katharine  King,  b.  18  September  1893,  living. 
Only  Hugh  and  Charles  have  married.    Both  have 

children.    This  record  is  to  date. 
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BETTIE  CAPERTON 

M.  (19  December  1867)  Andrew  Plunket  Beirne 
(b.  6  April  1842,  d.  16  July  1916),  son  of  Andrew 
Plunket  Beirne  and  Frances  Eveline  Smith,  and  had 
six   children,    as   follows: 

1.  Lewis  Caperton,  b.   1   October  1868,  living. 

2.  Bessie,  b.  20  October  1870,  d.  9  March 
1910. 

3.  Mary  Plunket,  b.  17  December  1872,  living. 

4.  Andrew  Plunket,  b.  24  September  1874, 
living. 

5.  Fannie,  b.  25  November  1876,  living. 

6.  Alice  Beulah,  b.  21  August  1880,  living. 
Bessie  never  married.    Lewis  Caperton  and  Alice 

Beulah  both  married  and  have  children.  Fannie, 
Mary  Plunket  and  Andrew  Plunket  have  not  married. 
This  record  is  to  date. 

LEWIS  CAPERTON 

M.  (11  June  1884)  Mary  Walton  Carr  (b.  4  April 
1850,  living),  daughter  of  James  Lawrence  Carr  and 
Sallie  McClanahan  Cooke,  and  had  one  child,  as 
follows: 

1.     Sallie  Carr,  b.  16  June  1885,  living,  unmarried. 

This  record  is  to  date. 

ALLEN  TAYLOR  CAPERTOX 

M.  (19  September  1833)  Harriette  Echols  (b.  15 
March  1815,  d.  23  September  1886),  daughter  of 
Joseph  Echols  and  Eliza  Frances  Lambeth,  and  had 
seven  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Eliza  Jane,  b.  1  February  1835,  d.  22  July 
1911. 

2.  Mary,  b.  3  May  1838,  d.   15  October  1904. 

3.  Harriette  Echols,  b.  13  June  1840,  d.  3  Jan- 
uary  1906. 
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4.  Melinda,  b.  22  June  1842,  living. 

5.  Allen,   b.  4  April   1846,  d.    19  January  191 7. 

6.  Ella,  b.  11  February  1850,  d.   17  April  1883. 

7.  Lelia,   b.   28  April   1852,   d.  6  January  1889. 
All  married    and    had    children    excepting  Eliza 


Jane   and    Ella. 


MARY  CAPERTON 


M.  (3  January  1861)  Tomlin  Braxton  (b.  10  June 
1832,  d.  30  December  1892),  son  of  Corbin  Braxton 
and  Mary  Williamson  Tomlin,  and  had  six  children, 
as  follows: 

1.  Allen  Caperton,  b.  6  February  1862,  d.  23 
March  19 14. 

2.  Mary  Caperton,  b.  1  November  1864,  living. 

3.  Robert  Tomlin,  b.  15  July  1866,  d.  13  Jan- 
uary 1869. 

4.  Hugh  Caperton,  b.  29  September  1868,  living. 

5.  Carter,  b.  1  March  1870,  living. 

6.  Eliza  Williamson,  b.   18  March  1873,  living. 
All  married,   Hugh  twice;  and  all  had  children, 

excepting  Caperton.    This  record  is  to  date. 

HARRIETTE  ECHOLS  CAPERTON 

M.  (7  January  1875)  William  Alexander  Gordon, 
Junior  (b.  16  May  1841,  living),  son  of  William 
Alexander  Gordon  and  Glorvina  Blake,  and  had 
five  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Glorvina  Blake,  b.  9  March  1876,  living. 

2.  William  Alexander,  Junior,  b.  9  June  1877, 
living. 

3.  Allen  Taylor  Caperton,  b.  24  August  1878, 
living. 

4.  John  Blake,  b.  8  March  1880,  living. 

5.  Erskine,  b.  29  January  1882,  living. 

Only  Glorvina  Blake  is  married.  She  has  no 
children.    This  record  is  to  date. 
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MELINDA  CAPERTON 

M.  (first  6  April  1869)  James  French  Patton 
(b.  19  September  1843,  d.  30  March  1882),  son  of 
John  Mercer  Patton  and  Peggy  French  Williams, 
and  had  two  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Harriette  Echols,  b.  25  August  1870,  living. 

2.  Allen  Gilmer,  b.  1  December  1871,  d.  9 
December  1910. 

Both  married  and  had  children.  This  record  is 
to  date. 

MELINDA  CAPERTON 

M.    (second    8    August    1888)    Edward    Franklin 
Bingham  (b.  13  August  1828,  d.  3  September  1907), 
son    of   Warner    Bingham   and    Lucy   Wheeler,    and^ 
had  no  children. 

By  a  prior  marriage  with  Susanna  F.  Gunning, 
Edward  Franklin  Bingham  had  five  children,  four 
of  whom  survived  him  and  had  children. 

ALLEN  CAPERTON 

M.  (11  December  1878)  Elizabeth  Virginia  Rowan 
(b.  11  March  1859,  living),  daughter  of  John  Madison 
Rowan  and  Virginia  West  Summers,  and  had  five 
children,  as  follows: 

1.  Harriette  Echols,  b.   1  January  1880,  living. 

2.  Virginia,  b.  22  June  1882,  living. 

3.  Mary  Lin,  b.   18  September   1884,  living. 

4.  Nance  Beirne  von  Ahlefeldt,  b.  9  March 
1894,  living. 

5.  Allen  Taylor,  b.  15  January  1888,  d.  7  March 

1897. 

All  have  married,  excepting  Virginia.  Harriette 
has  no  children;  but  both  Mary  Lin  and  Nance 
have.    This  record  is  to  date. 

50 


Genealogy  of  Hugh  Caperton  of  "Elmwood" 

LELIA  CAPERTON 

M.  (24  June  1874)  Robert  Stiles  (b.  27  June 
1836,  d.  5  October  1905),  son  of  Joseph  Clay  Stiles 
and  Caroline  Clifford  Nephew,  and  had  four  children, 
as  follows: 

1.  Lelia  Caperton,  b.  15  May  1875,  d.  27  Oc- 
tober  1895. 

2.  Joe  Clay,  b.  19  May  1878,  living. 

3.  Mary  Evelyn,  b.  14  February  1886,  living. 

4.  Allen  Caperton,  b.  19  July  1888,  died  same 
day. 

Neither  Joe  Clay  nor  Evelyn  have  married. 
Lelia  died  unmarried.     This  record  is  to  date. 

MARGARET  MELINDA  CAPERTON 

M.  (2  August  1831)  Oliver  Beirne  (b.  26  March 
181 1,  d.  21  April  1888),  son  of  Andrew  Beirne  and 
Eleanor  Keenan,  and  had  seven  children,  as  follows: 

1.  John,  b.  25  May  1832,  d.  24  January  1835. 

2.  Jane  Erskine,  b.  27  December  1833,  d.  14 
March  1835. 

3.  Bettie,  b.  31   December  1835,  d.  22  October 

1874. 

4.  Andrew  b.  ,   d.   14  September 

1838. 

5.  Susan,  b.  9  August  1840,  d.  1  February  1871. 

6.  Nance,  b.  4  September  1841,  d.  7  October 
1912. 

7.  Alice,    b.  1843,    d.  1845. 

Oliver   Beirne  married  (second)  Sallie  Sprigg,  but 

had  no  children  by  this  second  marriage. 

BETTIE  BEIRNE 

M.  (2  June  1 863), William  Porcher  Miles  (b.  4  July 
1822,  d.   11  May  1899),  son  of  James  S.  Miles  and 
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Sarah    Bond    Warley,    and    had    seven    children,    as 
follows : 

1.  Sarah  Beirne,  b.  25  November    1864,  living. 

2.  William  Porcher,  21   November  1866,  living. 

3.  Bettie   Beirne,   b.   4  August   1868,   living. 

4.  Nanny,  b.  6  September  1870,  living. 

5.  Susan    Warley,    b.    6  January    1872,   living. 

6.  Margaret  Melinda,  b.  6  April  1873,  d.  16 
March  1909. 

7.  Alice,  b.  22  October  1874,  d.  22  October 
1874. 

All  have  married,  excepting  Sallie  and  Margaret 
Melinda,  Nannie  twice;  and  all  had  children,  ex- 
cepting Bettie.  This  record  is  complete  to  27  Sep- 
tember 1909. 

SUSAN  BEIRNE 

M.  (30  March  1865)  Henry  Robinson  (b.  11  July 
1830,  d.  26  October  1888),  son  of  William  Robinson 
and  Frances  Harriette  Peyton  Turner,  and  had  one 
child,  as  follows: 

1.  Susan,  b.  25  January  1871,  d.  4  January 
1894.    Susan  never  married. 

NANCE  BEIRNE 

M.  (first  8  January  1861)  Samuel  Breck  Parkman, 
Jr.,  (b.  1  November  1836,  d.  17  September  1862), 
son  of  Samuel  Breck  Parkman  and  Theresa  Elmina 
Halsey,  and  had  no  children. 

NANCE  BEIRNE 

M.    (second   1869)    Emile   von   Ahle- 

feldt  (b.  29  September  1833,  d.  1  May  1882),  son  of 

von  Ahlefeldt  and    ,  and 

had  no  children. 
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WILLIAM  GASTON  CAPERTON 

M.  (29  June  1843)  Harriette  Boswell  Alex- 
ander (b.  13  November  1820,  d.  7  November  1899), 
daughter  of  Henry  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  Lourie 
Carthrae,  and  had  six  children,  as  follows: 

1.  John,  b.  19  March  1844,  d.  31  October  1867. 

2.  Alice  Beulah,  b.  19  November  1845,  d.  21 
December  1901. 

3.  Jane  Erskine,  b.  24  July  1847,  d.  24  October 

1852. 

4.  James  Alexander,  b.  28  November  1848, 
d.  11  September  1849. 

5.  William  Gaston,  b.  11  December  1850,  living. 

6.  Isabel ,  b.  10  January  1852,  living. 

Isabel   had  no  children.      John  died   unmarried. 

ALICE  BEULAH  CAPERTON 

M.  (23  July  1872)  Francis  Hereford  (b.  4  July 
1825,  d.  21  December  i89i),son  of  Francis  Hereford 
and  Sarah  Katharine  Steuart  Foote,  and  had  four 
children,  as  follows: 

1.  Francis   Gaston,   b.   29  August    1873,   living. 

2.  Harriette  Alexander,  b.  4  September  1874, 
living. 

3.  Katharine  Steuart,  b.  29  April   1876,  living. 

4.  Henry   Alexander,    b.    12   June    1878,    living. 
All  have  married  and  all  have  children  excepting 

Francis.    This  record  is  to  date. 

WILLIAM  GASTON  CAPERTON 

M.  (14  April  1875)  Rosa  Anderson  Christian 
nee  Stiles  (b.  10  December  1848,  living),  daughter 
of  Joseph  Clay  Stiles  and  Caroline  Clifford  Nephew, 
and  had  three  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Clifford  Randolph,  b.  18  January  1876,  living. 

2.  Rose,  b.  21  April  1880,  living. 
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3.     John  Gaston,   b.   30  October   1883,   living. 

Clifford  and  John  Gaston  have  married  and  have 
children.  Rose  has  not  married.  There  were  no 
Christian  children.    This  record  is  to  date. 

ISABEL  ALEXANDER  CAPERTON 

M.  (4  October  1877)  John  Burr  Hereford  (b.  15 
July  1843,  d.  16  April  1887),  son  of  Francis  Hereford 
and  Sarah  Katharine  Steuart  Foote,  and  had  no 
children. 

JOHN  CAPERTON 

M.  (3  April  1856)  Mary  Elizabeth  Coke  nee 
Guthrie  (b.  16  January  1823,  d.  23  April  1901), 
daughter  of  James  Guthrie  and  Eliza  Churchill 
Prather,   and  had  four  children,   as  follows: 

1.  John  Hays,  b.   12  September  1857,  living. 

2.  Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  12  April  1859,  d.  14 
October  1888. 

3.  Sarah  Julia,  b.  1  May  1861,  d.  2  June  1878. 

4.  Hugh  Gaston,  b.  18  December  1862,  d.  10 
February  1892. 

Mary,  Sarah  and  Hugh  died  unmarried. 

JOHN  HAYS  CAPERTON 

M.  (29  September  1892)  Virginia  Standiford  (b. 
4  December  1871,  d.  10  November  1914),  daughter 
of  Elisha  David  Standiford  and  Mary  Neill,  and 
had  one  child,  as  follows: 

1.     Hugh  John,  b.  16  July  1893,  living,  unmarried. 

HUGH  CAPERTON 

M.  (27  December  1842)  Eliza  Jane  Mosher  (b. 
10  September  1824,  d.  26  May  1873),  daughter  of 
James  Mosher  and  Eliza  Mary  Magruder,  and  had 
five   children,    as   follows: 
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i.  James  Mosher,  b.  16  October  1843,  d.  22 
August  1905. 

2.  Jane,  b.   10  August  1851,  d.  9  August    1872. 

3.  Hugh,    b.    19   April    1854,    d.    18   April    1915. 

4.  Imogen,   b.   20  August   1855,  d.   30  October 

1879- 

5.  Mary,  b.   18  July  1859,  d.  2  August   1859. 

Jane  and  Imogen  never  married. 

JAMES  MOSHER  CAPERTON 

M.  (27  November  1878)  Emma  Smoot  Rat- 
cliffe (b.  20  April  1854,  uvmg)>  daughter  of  Daniel 
Ratcliffe  and  Mary  Bosher,  and  had  two  children, 
as  follows: 

1.  Eliza,  b.  3  August  1882,  d.  16  September 
1898. 

2.  Nannie  Ratcliffe,  b.  25  August  1884,  living. 
Eliza  died  unmarried.     Nannie  has  not  married. 

HUGH  CAPERTON 

M.  (27  July  1903)  Mattie  Kyle  nee  Booth  (b. 
22  November  1854,  living),  daughter  of  William 
Cryer  Booth  and  Sarah  Vaughan,  and  had  no  children. 

MARY  JANE  CAPERTON 

M.  (20  November  1844)  John  Echols  (b.  20  March 
1823,  d.  24  May  1896),  son  of  Joseph  Echols  and 
Eliza  Frances  Lambeth,  and  had  six  children,  as 
follows : 

1.  Harriette,  b.  31  January  1847,  d.  9  May  1899. 

2.  Edward,  b.  2  September  1849,  d.  19  December 
1914. 

3.  James  Alexander,  b.  8  December  1851,  d. 
1    October   1852. 

4.  Sarah  Ann,  b.  18  February  1854,  d.  13  Jan- 
uary 1856. 
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5.  John  Percy,  b.  21  February  1861,  d.  20  May 
1881. 

6.  Mary  Caperton,  b.  7  April  1867,  d.  30  No- 
vember 1868. 

Harriette  and  Edward  married  and  had  children. 
Percy  died  unmarried.  John  Echols  m.  (second) 
Mary  Helen  Reid  nee  Cochran,  and  had  no  children 
by  said  second  marriage. 

HARRIETTE  ECHOLS 

M.  (15  December  1870)  Michael  Erskine  Miller 
(b.  10  February  1843,  d.  6  June  1897),  son  of  John 
Mason  Miller  and  Margaret  Erskine,  and  had  two 
children,  as  follows: 

1.  John  Echols,  b.  16  September  1871,  d.  15 
August  1878. 

2.  Margaret  Erskine,  b.  24  December  1873,  d. 
25  August  1878. 

EDWARD  ECHOLS 

M.  (5  June  1895)  Margaret  Joynes  Young  (b 
20  June  1872,  living),  daughter  of  John  Douglas 
Young  and  Lucy  Ward  May,  and  had  two  children, 
as  follows: 

1.  Harriette  Young,  b.  7  January  1902,  living. 

2.  John,  b.  27  May  1907,   living. 
Harriette  Young  is  unmarried. 

SARAH  ANN  CAPERTON 

M.  (18  January  1855)  James  Francis  Preston 
(b.  8  November  1813,  d.  18  January  1862),  son  of 
James  Patton  Preston  and  Ann  Taylor,  and  had 
three  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Hugh  Caperton,  b.  5  September  1856,  d.  3 
January  1905. 
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2.  William  Ballard,  b.  30  September  1858,  d. 
6    December    1901. 

3.  James  Francis,  b.  9  April  i86o,d.  9  February 
1862. 

HUGH  CAPERTON  PRESTON 

M.  (30  April  1878)  Caroline  Marx  P  .ldwin  (b. 
10  September  1858,  living),  daughter  of  Robert 
Frederick  Baldwin  and  Caroline  Marx  Barton,  and 
had  seven  children,  as  follows: 

1.  James  Francis,  b.  31  December  1878,  d.  18 
August  1879. 

2.  Robert  Baldwin,   b.    12   May   1881,   living. 

3.  Caroline   Marx,   b.   22   October   1883,   living. 

4.  Sarah  Caperton,  b.  27  December  1885,  living. 

5.  William  Ballard,  b.  3  January  1888,  living. 

6.  Hugh  Caperton,  b.  7  August  1892,  living. 

7.  Katharine  Stuart,   b.  9  May   1894,  living. 
Robert,    Caroline  and   Hugh  have   married,   and 

all  but  Hugh  have  children;  while  Sarah,  Ballard 
and  Katharine  are  unmarried.   This  record  is  to  date. 

WILLIAM  BALLARD  PRESTON 

M.   (29  August  1888)   Elizabeth  Blackwell   Scott 

(b.    24   October    18 ,    living),   daughter  of  Martin 

Pickett  Scott  and  Caroline  Pocahontas  Bernard,  and 
had  one  child,  as  follows: 

1.  Caroline  Bernard,  b.  6  September  1895, 
living  and  unmarried.     This  record  is  to  date. 

GEORGE  HENRY  CAPERTON 

M.  (23  August  1854)  Mary  Eliza  Henderson 
(b.  15  January  1836,  d.  4  February  1900),  daughter  of 
Walter  Henderson  and  Mary  Eliza  Holcombe,  and 
had  eight  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Eliza  Henderson,  b.  12  May  1855,  d.  2  Feb- 
ruary 1862. 
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Walter,  b.  7  March  1857,  d.  6  August  1857. 
Allen  Taylor,  b.  26  October  1858,  d.  2  March 

George  Henry,  b.  13  September  i860,  living. 
Jane  Erskine,  b.  2  March  1863,  living. 
Sarah  Preston,  b.  2  April  1865,  living. 
Florence,   b.   29  December   1866,   d.   21   May 

William  Gaston,  b.  3  July  1869,  living. 
Florence  did  not  marry. 

GEORGE  HENRY  CAPERTON 

M.  (7  November  1883)  Anna  Perry  Chambliss 
(b.  11  November  1862,  living),  daughter  of  John  Alex- 
ander Chambliss  and  Mary  Crayton  Mauldin,  and 
had  eight  children,  as  follows: 

1.     George   Henry,   b.   28  July   1884,   living. 

John  Alexander,  b.  27  June  1885,  d.  27  June 
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Preston,   b.   24  May   1886,   d.   24  September 

Chambliss,  b.  9  July  1887,  d.  21  July  1888. 
William  Gaston,  b.   1  October  1888,  living. 
Mary,   b.    15  June   1890,  living. 
Caroline    McHardy,    b.     28    January     1893, 


7- 
living. 

8.     Erskine  Miller,  b.  25  November  1900,  living. 

George,  Gaston  and  Mary  have  married  and  have 
children.  Caroline  and  Erskine  have  not  married. 
This  record  is   to   date. 

JANE  ERSKINE  CAPERTON 

M.  (8  June  1887)  William  Massie  Warwick  (b. 
16  August  1854,  living),  son  of  Jacob  Warwick  and 
Ellen    Massie,    and    had    three   children,    as   follows: 

1.     Mary  Ellen,   b.    10  June   1888,   living. 
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2.  Jane  Erskine,  b.  15  December  1889,  d.  10 
November  191 2. 

3.  George  Henry  Caperton,  18  September  1896, 
living. 

Mary  Ellen  has  married.  Jane  Erskine  never 
married.    George  is  unmarried. 

SARAH  PRESTON  CAPERTON 

M.  (24  September  1884)  Isaac  Paul  Wailes  (b. 
22  March  1853,  living),  son  of  Benjamin  Morris 
Wailes  and  Constance  Chapman  Paul,  and  had 
eight  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Florence,  b.  28  May  1885,  d.  2  June  1885. 

2.  Constance   Paul,   b.   16  April   1886,   living. 

3.  Robert   Austin,    b.    23   June    1887,    living. 

4.  Sarah   Preston,    b.    2    March    1889,    living. 

5.  George  Henry  Caperton,  b.  2  November 
1890,  living. 

6.  Mary  Erskine,   b.  6  June   1892,   living. 

7.  Benjamin  Morris,  b.  26  February  1894,  living. 

8.  Isaac   Paul,    b.    14   September   1896,   living. 
Constance    and    Mary    have    married    and    have 

children.       The    other    children    have    not    married. 
This  record  is  to  date. 

WILLIAM  GASTON  CAPERTON 

M.  (2  February  1889)  Mary  Alexander  Austin 
(b.  4  March  1868,  living),  daughter  of  Samuel  Hunter 
Austin  and  Mary  Copeland  McPherson,  and  had 
three  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Samuel    Austin,    b.    2"j    March    1900,    living. 

2.  Florence,  b.  28  June  1903,  living. 

3.  William  Gaston,  b.  8  November  1905,  living. 
None  have  married. 

This  record  is  to  date. 

(End) 
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